
    

   York Comprehensive High School 

     September 2018  

                                  Senior News 

 Welcome to the first issue of the senior newsletter for the Class of 2018! This year will go by 

quickly and we want to make sure you are ready for the next chapter of your life. Whether you plan to 

go to college, join the military, or start your career, the Senior News will have lots of information to help 

you achieve your goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Application Week  

College Application Week is coming October 15-19, 2018! More information coming soon as October is 

fast approaching!  

 Interested in hearing from colleges sooner? YCHS will host a college fair during the school day on Au-

gust 28th in the gym. Winthrop is also hosting a College Fair  August 28th from 6:00 –8:00pm in 

McNeil Hall. This is a great way to meet local admission representatives. . 

      Remind 101  

   Text@ychs2019 to 803-792-0215 

Want to receive important texts for Seniors?  This service is free; however, standard messaging rates 

will apply.  This is an easy way to stay up to date on new scholarships and other important graduation  

information. You will not be able to see our phone number and we will not be able to see yours.  You 

cannot respond to texts.  You and your parents can enroll at any time.  You can find more information 

at www.remind101.com 

Recent changes to the FAFSA process! 

All students that plan to attend college must submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

or FAFSA form. This is how you qualify for grants and student loans. Starting this year, you can 

complete your FAFSA form beginning October 1st and you can use your 2017 tax information. It 

is also recommended that you use the IRS data retrieval tool to automatically import your tax 

information to your FAFSA.  When you use the data retrieval tool you lessen the chance of being 

chosen for verification, which requires extra paperwork to verify your tax information. 



 
"What lies behind us, and what lies before us are small matters com-

pared to what lies within us." - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Searching for  scholarships  may seem intimidating. Use these simple tips to get started. 

 The YCHS website has a list of scholarships to get you started. Go to the YCHS website, click on 

school counseling, then click on financial aid for the list. All scholarships in bold and highlight-

ed in yellow are active scholarships and should be applied for prior to the date listed. The 

majority of deadlines are from last year, the list is a work in progress and should be 

checked REGULARLY, at least twice a month, as updates are made as new infor-

mation is received in guidance.  

 Your scholarship search will last all year. Organize scholarships by deadline date. Create a folder 

and keep all your scholarship information in it. 

  https://www.cappex.com - scholarship search site. Create an account and receive information on 

potential scholarship opportunities.  

 Fastweb.com, scholarships.com, collegeboard.org, and actstudent.org allow you to search for 

scholarships. 

 Consider getting scholly, an app for your phone that allows you to search for local and state schol-

arships. It is $.99. 

 Do a Google search of key terms that describe you. For example, have tons of community service 

hours? Search community service and scholarship. 

 There are lots of scholarships out there. However, you have to be willing to put some time into the 

search. Yes, it can be tiresome writing essays and filling out applications, but the bottom line is, 

the more scholarships you apply for, the more opportunity you are creating to be awarded money. 

 Never pay a fee for scholarships. Sca mmer tip offs include sta ting  y ou w on a n 

award you didn’t apply for and requesting credit card information  If you have questions, see your 

counselor. 

IS THE MILITARY IN YOUR FUTURE? 

HOW TO FIND SCHOLARSHIPS 

You will need to take the ASVAB. 
The ASVAB is a multiple-
aptitude battery test that 
measures developed abilities and 
helps predict future academic 
and occupational success in the 
military. YCHS will give the test 
November 09, 2018.  Listen 
for announcements regard-
ing when sign ups begin. 
Sign up in the Technology Cen-
ter. See your counselor for a 
practice book. 



COLLEGE APPLICATION TIPS 
 

 Colleges prefer online applications. Once you have identified the schools you 

will apply to, go online and read through the application section and the          

financial aid section of the school’s website. This will help you identify im-

portant dates and deadlines. Some schools have separate scholarship appli-

cations that must be filled out in addition to the application for admission. 

 Create your Parchment account at http://exchange.parchment.com. This will 

allow you to send your official transcript electronically. 

 If you need recommendations from your teacher or school counselor, give 

plenty of notice. If a letter is required offer a stamped envelope with the     

colleges address and a copy of your resume. Many recommendations can be 

done online. Let your teacher/counselor know that they will get an email 

about the recommendation. Do not wait until the last minute to ask someone 

for a recommendation. 

 Start your scholarship applications. See the “How to find Scholarships”     

section of this newsletter for helpful hints. 

 In order to be eligible for grants and students loans, you must complete the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, after October 1st 2018. 

You will need to have a copy of your parent/guardian 20167tax return. Don’t 

wait until May to complete this form. Remember, the FAFSA is FREE. Here 

is the website https://fafsa.ed.gov 

 Once you have decided which school you will attend you will need to submit a 

housing deposit and enroll in an orientation session. Most colleges com-

municate with you through their portal system. Make sure you are checking 

this regularly. 

 

College Visits 
 

Each semester you are allowed one college visit that will be considered an ex-

cused absence.  To schedule a visit, look at the schools website. Many schools 

have assigned days they do tours and you sign up online. If you don’t see infor-

mation online, then call the admissions office and set up a private tour. By going 

through the admissions office you ensure that someone will be able to show you 

around campus, introduce you to faculty and staff, as well as current students.  

Once your visit is scheduled pick up our college visit excuse form in  the attend-

ance office. At the visit, get the form signed and turn this in the following day. 

You have one excused college visit per semester. You are encouraged to tour any 

school you in which you plan to apply. 

 



SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS 

 Seniors, you should have all required courses  needed to 

earn a diploma in your schedules. Be aware that you may 

not be able to re-take a course 2nd semester if you do not 

pass it this this semester. If you are concerned that you are 

missing a course needed for graduation see your counselor 

right away. Bottom line--work hard and do your best in all 

your classes. 

SAVE ALL YOUR SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS 

THIS YEAR! (Even if you are not going to ap-

ply to that college!) 

If ANY COLLEGE offers you money to attend, 

please take the written offer to the School 

Counseling Office.  We want any offers, even 

the ones you DON’T take!   We will copy your 

offer (if you want it back) or keep it and add it 

to your total.  At the end of the year we’ll post 

your name and all the scholarship offers you 

have received on the scholarship wall.  Re-

member, you DO NOT have to attend the 

school.  Any offer adds to your total.  Offers 

must be written so we can verify your totals at 

the end of the year! Class of 2018 scholarship 

total was  $6,848,996.00, lets try to get even 

more this year for the class of 2019! 

 

 

SENIOR CONFERENCES 

GRADUATION NOTICE 

Worried about what you need to be doing during your 

senior year? The counselors are seeing each senior indi-

vidually over the next several weeks. We will go over your 

plans after high school and discuss what you need to be 

doing to reach your goals. Teachers receive appointment 

slips and will send you to your counselor when your ap-

pointment time arrives.  Parents will receive email invita-

tions through flashappointments.com. You have until  

August 29th to use flash appointments. Those 

who do not sign up through flash appointments will re-

ceive an invitation in the mail.  



 University of South Carolina—Columbia– August 25 and September 22  

 College of Charleston— Multiple dates -  visit the College of Charleston admission web 

page for dates and times. http://admissions.cofc.edu/explorethecollege/events/

openhouses.php 

 Newberry College—September 22 and November 3  

 SC State University—September 12  

 Furman University—October 13 

 Clemson University— Dates throughout September and October, check Clemson.edu/

fallblitz  

 University of South Carolina—Upstate—multiple dates check out uscupstate.edu/visit 

Visit the admissions page for each college to sign up for open house and get more 

information about the application process. 

 

Check out these scholarships and loan  

opportunities: 

 SC Teacher Loan Program:  

www.scstudentloan.org or call 1-800-347-

2752.  Take out loans in college from 

$3,000 to $5,000 and have them forgiven 

if you teach in a critical subject area or a 

critical geographic area in SC.  See your 

counselor for details.   

 Teacher Cadet Scholarship:  Ken 

Bower Teacher Cadet Scholarship award-

ed each spring to up to six aspiring teach-

ers.  See your Teacher Cadet instructor for 

more information.  http://

www.teachercadets.com 

 SC Teaching Fellows Program:  

From SC CERRA (SC Center for Educator 

Recruitment, Retention, and Advance-

ment).  Provides up to $6,000/year in fel-

lowship funds.  You must teach in SC to 

pay off the fellowship funds. There are 12 

public and private colleges and universi-

ties designated as Teaching Fellows Insti-

tutions.  Apply at www.cerra.org   Dead-

line is typically December. 

 Call Me Mister:  If you com e from  a 

non-traditional background and you are 

interested in teaching Middle School, you 

may be interested in the Call Me MISTER 

teaching program through Clemson Uni-

versity  and partnered with several Histor-

ically Black Colleges.   For more infor-

mation, go on-line at 

www.callmemister.clemson.edu or e-mail 

MISTER@clemson.edu 

 TEACH Grant:  up to $4,000 per  

year.   You must agree to teach in a school 

that serves low-income students for 4 of 8 

years after graduation.  http://

studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/

students/english/TEACH.jsp 

 

UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES 

SO, YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
A TEACHER?   



CURRENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
These scholarships can also be found on the school counseling website. We have high-
lighted these scholarships because the deadline to apply is just around the corner.  

 AES Engineering Scholarship – www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm Deadline Oct. 6, 

2018 

Andrew Fluscher Scholarship- https://w w w .andrew flusche.com /scholarship/ 

Write an essay about the dangers of drinking and driving. Deadline November 30, 2018. 

Burger King McLamore and the Whopper Scholarship Deadline is Decem ber  15, 2018. 

Open to HS students  See website www.bkmclamorefoundation.org  for application. Recipients are 

selected based on their grade point average (GPA), work experience, extracurricular activities and 

community service. 

 Clemson's Lyceum Scholars Program— for students interested in moral, political, and eco-
nomic foundations. This program is though Clemson University. You must apply to Clemson to be 
considered. Deadline is December 10, 2018. For more information go to http://www.clemson.edu/
capitalism/lyceum-faq.html 

 Coca-Cola Scholars – apply via their website.  School code is 412190. Deadline:  Oct. 31, 2018. 

Elks National Foundation (Rock Hill Elks Lodge)- Eligible for any high school senior.   
 www.elks.org/ENF/scholars/mvs.cfm. Deadline is November 15, 2018 

Horatio Alger Association-  Multiple state, local, and technical scholarships- Must 
come from a family with $55,000 or less annual income and have overcome adversity  https://
scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/. Deadline is March 15, 2019. 

Jack Kent Scholarship– For high achieving seniors with financial need.  https://www.jkcf.org/
our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/how-to-apply. Deadline is November 20, 2018. 

 Odenza Marketing Group Scholarship - $500.  Deadline:  December 30, 2018.  GPA:  2.5+ 
Essay:  3 parts.  See website. http://www.odenzaxcholarships.com 

Prudential Spirit of Community – See your counselor if you have taken part in community ser-
vice above and beyond “the average”.  You might be our school nominee!  Deadline:  November 6, 
2018 

Ten Words or Less Scholarship– Write ten words or less about why you should win a $500 
scholarship. Deadline is January 31, 2019. 

VFW Voice of Democracy-Recorded essay required regarding how your voice can make a differ-
ence.   http://www.vfw.org/VOD/.  Deadline is October 31, 2018. 

 Wendy’s High School Heisman – Top scholar athletes compete for this honored award.  You 
nominate yourself!!  You should submit your application in September.  Your reviewer should submit 
his/her part by October 9, 2018  https://www.wendyshighschoolheisman.com/about/ 
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